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Background:  
The purpose of this flyer is to provide information about the upcoming “Year of the 

Bicentennial” in the Americas celebration event and answer common questions the 

City has received. 

 
1. What is the “Year of the Bicentennial” in the Americas event about?  

Argentina, Chile, Colombia, and Mexico are marking 200 years of independence 

this year. The U.S. Department of State has recognized 2010 as the “Year of the 

Bicentennial” to honor our “shared history and the values of democracy, diversity, 

and tolerance that form our common heritage.” For more information please visit   

http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2010/03/138946.htm 

 

2. How is the City of Beaverton “broadening” the original event? 

The City of Beaverton is broadening the celebration event that was originally 

focused on Mexico’s bicentennial. The event has been expanded to honor the 

“Year of the Bicentennial” in the Americas and to recognize National Hispanic 

Heritage Month.  The City of Beaverton hopes to host a Multi-Cultural Festival in 2011. 

 

3. What does Beaverton do for 4th of July? 

Neighbors throughout Beaverton have a long tradition of community celebrations 

honoring Independence Day.  The City approves permits and in some cases 

provides public safety support to several neighborhood parades/events including:  

 Canvasback Neighborhood Block Party  

 Block Party and BBQ on SW 169th 

 Outdoor concert and activities at SW Bible Church 

 5th Annual Neighborhood Block Party on SW Berthold 

 Royal Woodlands 4th of July Neighborhood Parade and Picnic (held annually for 

50 years) 

The Beaverton Police Department also provides support for Hillsboro’s 4th of July 

Parade.   

 

4. What did we learn from our community through the Beaverton Community Vision 

project? 

Throughout our two year Beaverton Community Vision project, citizens were asked 

what they wanted to see more of in Beaverton and among the top responses was 

the following: “More community events, celebrations, international festivals, and 

opportunities to celebrate and promote our rich diversity.” To that end, we strive to 

connect with all citizens in our community.  Over the past two years, Beaverton has 

been adding numerous community building, inclusive events. 

 

5. What other diverse communities does the City recognize throughout the year? 

The City participates in a variety of community festivals and events throughout the 

year. Annual celebrations include: Martin Luther King Day, Veterans Day, Memorial 

Day and the Ten Tiny Dances a multi-cultural performing arts event.  One example 

of a recent multi-cultural event includes the Respect for Humanities Uganda 

March/Rally.   
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In addition, Mayor Denny Doyle has appointed the City’s first Diversity Task Force to 

provide guidance and leadership on how the City can best connect with our 

diverse community.  This important citizen group joins our Human Rights Advisory 

Committee, Senior Citizen’s Advisory Committee, Mayor’s Youth Advisory Board, and 

Citizens with Disabilities Advisory Committee as guiding forces, giving the City input 

and helping create a more inclusive community. 
 

6. Where are some of the other local/regional events taking place honoring National 

Hispanic Heritage month? 

Independence, Woodburn, Portland , Eugene, Centro Cultural of Washington 

County  and the Tualatin Hills Park and Recreation District. 

 

7. What is the role/support of the Mexican Consulate? 

The Mexican Consulate will be present at the event on September 16. 

 

8. What is the budget for the celebration? 

The City’s citizen volunteer Budget Committee and City Council both unanimously 

approved $6,000 as part of the Fiscal Year Budget for 2010-1011 in June. 

 

9. When is the event? 

The celebration takes place on Thursday, September 16, from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at 

Beaverton City Park (next to the Beaverton Library and City Fountain). 

 

Family entertainment confirmed so far includes:  Ballet Folklorico Sol Azteca 

performing various cultural dances, musicians from Mariachi Viva Mexico  

 

       Community booths confirmed so far include:   

 Blazers – Promoting a Fall Latino Night   

 THPRD – Promoting Family Fiesta and Soccer Clinic  

 Costco 

 

10. How can I learn more about the event? 

To learn more about the event visit the City’s web site at: beavertonoregon.gov or 

contact Erin Hickey at (503) 350-4083.  

 

11. What is Mayor Denny Doyle saying about this event? 

 “The City of Beaverton is extremely proud of its diverse community.  I have 

directed staff to broaden the event planned for September 16th to include the 

nationwide celebration of National Hispanic Heritage Month and Year of the 

Bicentennial in the Americas,” said Mayor Denny Doyle.  “We will work with 

community partners to build the foundation this year for what may become an 

annual multi-cultural festival carried out by local organizations in the future.” 

 Additional quote from The Oregonian: "It was to recognize a unique day. Let folks 

know they're welcome in Beaverton. Let them know they can be proud of where 

they came from." 

 


